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1. Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 To advise members of difficulties in arranging events originally planned to be held 

during Local Democracy Week 2015. 
 

2. Local Democracy Week Background 
 

2.1 At the Ethics and Engagement Committee meeting of 2 February 2015 members 
resolved to attempt to organise a democracy debate for school pupils from across 
Lincoln. This project was led by the Committee’s vice-chair but unfortunately the 
event was postponed as a result of a lack of response from local schools. 
 

2.2 At the Ethics and Engagement Committee meeting of 23 March 2015 members 
further resolved to seek to incorporate a democracy debate within the Council’s 
plans for Local Democracy Week 2015. 
 

2.3 Local Democracy Week will take place from 12-18 October 2015. Letters were sent 
to the head teacher of each secondary school in Lincoln highlighting the Council’s 
interest in facilitating events during Local Democracy Week. 
 

3. Local Democracy Week 2015 Plans 
 

3.1 
 

Officers and members have since been in direct contact with five schools which had 
shown an initial interest in taking part in Local Democracy Week. Despite making it 
clear that any plans for events would be built around the schools’ individual priorities 
and availability, to date no schools have confirmed anything other than a general 
interest in taking part in Local Democracy Week.  
 

3.2 
 

In common with a number of other attempts to engage with local schools through 
the Ethics & Engagement Committee as well as in other areas, it has been 
problematic to gather any definite commitments from school representatives for 
holding events with students.  
 

3.3 
 

Officers have sought to maintain a dialogue with the interested schools, including 
prior to the beginning of the summer holiday period. However, as a result of the lack 
of response, it is difficult to conclude whether schools feel unable to commit to 
working with the Council on democratic engagement as a result of time pressures or 
for any other reasons. 
 

3.4 In view of these difficulties and the nearness of Local Democracy Week it is likely 



 that the initial plans to hold a democracy debate in a central location or to arrange 
events within individual schools are no longer feasible. However, members are 
recommended to request that officers continue to work with any schools interested 
in promoting democratic engagement, whether within or outside Local Democracy 
Week. 
 

4. Organisational Impacts  
 

4.1 Finance  
There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
 

4.2 Legal Implications  
There are no direct legal implications arising from this report. 
 

5. Recommendation  
 

5.1 
 

That members note the report. 
 

5.2 
 

That members re-affirm the Council’s willingness and desire to engage with local 
schools and colleges in promoting democratic awareness and engagement among 
young people. 
 

 


